The Great Happineſs of finiſhing our Chriſtian 
Courſe with Toy. 
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To the Right Reverend Father 4 Gov 
Lord Biſhop of CHEsTER. 


My Lozp, 

H E following Diſcourſe is offered to the Public, 

at the Requeſt and Solhcitation of the CLR RO, 
which belong to that Diacgſe, over which your Lordſhip 
1o deſervedly preſides. If therefore it ſhould contribute, in 
ſome degree, to quicken the Diligence of Thoſe, who are 

appointed to the Work of the Miniſtry,” and ſhould 

raiſe in them a Concern, equal to the Intere/# which 
they have at Stale, my moſt Ardent Wiſbes are ſuffici- 


ently anſwered. 
I am, My Loan, 
-and moſt Faithful Servant, 
Kirby-Wilſk, | 
June 10, 1763, 
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But none of theſe Things move me, neither count I my 
Life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my 
Courſe with Joy, and the miniſtry which T have re- 
ceived of the Lord Insus, to teſtify the Goſpel, of the 

Grace of Gop. 


F we do not, like St. Paul, with unuraried Induſtry, perſe- 

vere to the end of the Courſe which is now ſet before us, ſo 

that we may finiſh it with Joy, it had been leſs d;/honourable, 
and much happier for us, if we had never entered into it at all! 
This Apoſtle having ſummoned together the elders, belongin 
to the Church which he himſelf had planted at Epheſus, publick 


declares that the Promotion of Gop's Honour, and the Good of 


Mankind, had ever been eſteemed by him, as his ſupreme Happi- 
"neſs and Glory. | | 
Vet, that on might not entertain the leaſt Doubt or Suſpi- 


cion concerning the Veracity of his words, he afſerts, and appeals 


to the [a] Conſciences of thoſe who had heard Him for the 


truth of what He afferts, that his whole Life, even from the 


very firft Day of his Refidence there, had not been ſpent in a a 
Scene of Inactivity, or inglorious Repoſe, but in a canſlant and 
diligent Attention to the various Duties of his no leſs difficult, than 


important Office. Ve know (ſays he) from the firſt Day that 


I came into Afia, after what Manner I have been with you at all 


[a] Happy would it be for every Miniſter of Chri/t, if he was able with 
St. Paul to ſay, Ad Nagl, d iy TH ego nalen, ri xalapes yn ard 
r aipalcs wayluy. Ov yag vrigunapny Ts py Vu, yr ras Tiv En · 
Mw Ts Ors Act. Apoſt. c. xx, ver. 26, 27. 5 


Seaſons, 


5 

"Seaſons, ſerving the Lord with all Humility of Mind, and 
with many Tears and Temptations which befel me, by the lying 
in wait of the Jews; and how 1 kept back nothing that was 
profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you, and have taught you 
publickly, and from Honſe to Houſe, teſtifying both to the Jews, 
and alſo to the Greeks, Repentance towards Gop, and Faith to- 
Wards our Lord Jesvs CuRIsT. 

Thus having been [5j miraculouſly convertel to Chriſtianity, 
and made a Miniſſer of Cuxlsr in Affairs of Religion, nay, 
more than that, ſent aur, as the moſt proper Per ſon to explain and 
euch it to the World; we find that he did not go forth into it 
with a ſet of Notions, Which he was neither able to explain, nor 
to defend, but on the contrary, that he was was upon every Oc- 
caſion ſufficiently Jugs, not only to 7z/tzfy himſelf, but to 
-Convince others: to canuince them, that the Dad7rines, which 
they heard and attended to, were ſurb. and ſuch amy as he him- 
ſelf had received, by immediate [c] Revelation from Gop. 

Hence, therefore, with a firms of Mind hitherto unex- 
ampled, he-combated the 'Prejudices of various Sets, bred p in 
0 Notions, and indeed reſolutely attached to their ſeveral 
Perſuafions, In the mid of | Tyranny, ahn. and Perſe- 
_ -cutton, for none of theſe things moved him”, he boldly taught 
and demonſtrated, that there was but [d] one God; that the Way 
10 plegſe him, was to live well one with another, and to diſcharge 
With integrity, the Jena!” Duties, both of their natural, and 
their iu Relation. 

In order, therefore, that theſe. enen Doctrines might. be 
more umi ver ſaly known, and acknowledged; in order that Gop 
e more aniverfally repreſented, what in ral he is, jut, 


5 [5] 5am Si wile ris e yſul lar vit z. 4 Epiſt. Galat. 
c. i. ver. 

4 3 e jun, l ep ja be is wells delten vogias Aya, 
u Grodeiges vag 3 Aretas. 1 Cor. c. ii. ver. 4. 

ld] Even by Plato Gov # is called O dg, and Seneca ſays Go i is © prima 
- emmum Cauſa, ex gol ceteris pendent. _ tok, 
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| holy, merciful and good; Our Apoſtle planted Churches in [el va- 


rious Parts of the World, by which means the Chriſtian Mo- 
rality daily gained Ground, not only as it evidently appeared to 
exceed every other Syſtem. of Morality, but as it naturally diſco- 
vered a more excellently Supreme Being, than any other In/iitu- 


tion, or Religion. 


The more ſerious Part of Mankind, therefore, thus inſtructed 
and informed, no longer ſuffered themſelves to be led aftray by 
the /educive Powers. of Prejudice or Faſhion : They no longer 
gave up their conſciences to the blind Guidance of fookſh and illite- 
rate Teachers: They no longer . b1/t their Faith on groundleſs 
[D/] Traditions, in contempt of . Virtue, and in oppoſition to the 
unerring Dictates of CnRisT's Religion. No! Chriſtianity now 
appeared in its proper Garb and Yeſture ! The righteous and true 
Jebova was naw. worſhiped, not with, fanatic Raptures or ſuper/ti- 
tious Ceremonies, in a Way and Manner which he has vet com- 


2 manded, or indesd forbidden; but according to the Beauty of 


Chriſlian Holineſs, according to the divine Simplicity of the G9 
ßel, which commands us above all things, to worſhip him * in 
Spirit and in Truth,” | 
Mankind, therefore, were not puzzled: and perplexed, with 
abſtruſe; Speculations, and profound. Myſteries, but were taught, in 
an eaſy familiar Way, that an implicit Obedience to the Will of 
God, and an unaffeFed. Attachment to, his divine Commands, were 
the, conditions. neceſſary. to their Happineſs and Salvation: They 
were taught, that to deny the Being of Gop, was utterly to debaſe- 
the Nature of Man, becauſe he that cometh to Gop,. muſt 
belieus that he is, and that he is a Reuwarder of them, that dili- 
gently ſeek him. Laſtly, they were taught, that to dread Di/- 
grace, or to ſhrink under any Oppreſſion or Difficulty, when they 


[e In Galatie, a ſmall Province of the Leſſer A/az, St. Paul planted ſeveral 
diſtin Churches. At Corinth he converted many to. Chriſtianity, although 
he was oppoſed, by a confiderable Faction there. 2 Cor. c. i. ver. 17. His . 
Jayraey thayegh Macedonia, and indeed in all other Places, was attended with 
equal ſucceſs, -» 1 | 

JI] St. Paul before his Converſion to Chriſtianity, was extremely zea- 
bus of Traditions, Tegioad|igus Se Ep. Galat. c. i. ver. 14. 


— 


Were 


| 1 81 . 
were permitted to ſuffer for the g] Cauſe of the Bleſſed Ixsus, 
and in defence of his undefiled Nabe would * e 
them into ever/aftrng infamy; becauſe Gop himſelf or dains the 
fafferings of good Men, and permits even his moſt faithful Ser- 
vunts to ſfiruggle with all the Calamities, that are incident to hu- 
man Nature, in order to determine their Afection and Sincerity to 
him; that thence, according to their Unanimity and Conduct, 
their Courage and Integrity in this Chriſtian Warfare, he may pre- 
fare for them a Crown of Glory, which e fageth not away, eter- 
nal in the Heavens.“ | 

Thus the Light of Chriſtianity diſpelled, in ſome Degree, 
the groſs Darkneſs, with which the World then was covered; 
thus it oppoſed, and weakened. the unjuft Ufurpations of the way- 
ward Wil of Man; thus it evidently ſet forth, what every Chri- 
ſtian is concerned far above eve other Conſideration mee 
to regard, viz. the Salvation of his own Soul. 

The principal Difficulty therefore of attaining that ineftimable 
piece of Knowledge, did not ſurely confyt in the narrowneſs of 
Man's Under/tanaing, but in the original Depravity of his Heart. 
Certain it is, that the Church of CyrIsT was no ſooner erec7-. 
ed, but it's Intereſts and Auancement were firongly oppoſed, both 
by the unbelieving Jew, and the idelatrous Gentile ; both by the 
Authority of Men in -Power, and by the ſecrer Bent of thoſe that 
were out of Power; it was carried forward, therefore, in dire 
| ition'to-Public:Faſbion and Private Inclination; it reformed 
150 Morals, and ratſed the Sentiments of a People, Who were 
the moſt freguent and vebement Deelaimers againſt it: who ſeem- 
ed © inflexatbly firm and obſtinate in their Opinions: jealous at the 
fame time of its increging Power, and ſecretly 27 to di _ the 
amaxing Force and [#} Reprdity « of its Progreſs.” LOI 


Tg ] ax ct gerte tie: Wee Allo. 1 ret. 6. in. ver. „ 

| 7 & ; ovudiCecle | £y Gvbpalli Xot584 G&X&p108. 1 pet. . IV. ver, I * N 

059 S.. Faul triumphs greatly on e ob derful 'Siiceds- of- bis Presch- 
ing, not only at Corinth, but &y Tal Tomy To N. co | x#e's (ys he) K, 5 


aiot OcroruCrborls » le & TW XS 2 ; Th 6 fps 7755 org 8 garcg ort. 
HI Ta rer 2 Cor; E. H. ver. 14. "RY 
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This Progreſs however was happily effefed,. by the * 
dour of the firſt Diſciples, and early Prapagators of our Faith; 
who food forth unarmed, and defenceleys, v0 amidſt. the Powers 
of the Prince of this World,“ and -t * reſolutely maintained 
their Religion, with na other Weapons than thoſe of Reaſon, and of 
Grace; boldly oppoſing the Truth! and the Furiq of their Docl- 
rines, to a People ſunk deep. in Errur and Corruptions.- 1 oe 
Their cd Lord and Maſter" had. al, .tealed. the, R- 
- demprion of Mankind, by a Death not leſs cruei than z ignominious; 
he had-afficiently evinced the Truth: of bis NMiſſion, by a ſeries of 
Miracles which - filled every Beholder with Aloniſiment, and 
[J clearly convinced him, ori ſuch Things could nat be accom- 
- pliſhed but by the imd inter peſition _ Klimiced. Power, of 
— Sox of Goo... 4 Auto :ON e 915 y 4; 77 - 
His Dciples, ene animated by an "Example, 0 truly 
8 noble and illaſtricus, brauiy led on the griaus Oppoſition to Pa- 
ganiſi and Superſtition : They remained fedfaſt, and unmoveable, 
in the midſt of Perſecutions, and Perils, and Diſtreſſes of every 
Kind. What indeed principally. conduced to ſubpart them, un- 
der the oppreſiue Severity! of their Aﬀtifdions, was, a firm 2 ef 
and Perſuaſion, that a Rage, ſo pure, ſo i to „and ſo wſe- 
Ful to Mankind, as that which bey xeſolutely endeavoured, to 


_ - efabliſh, muſt, notwithſtanding the ns Norms 4 difficulties, which, it 


-then arr pete OP or PAIR Tad, ed 


teen ett 5 Vt Wer: A Fi * hed 
laden ave then Fr hy, the: Tenge Ties of Gate 
and Duty, to pay our moſt unfeigned Thanks and rr veg 
K 
eum er vt aw, Prove 

ne fuiplled Wi Prediction ? Who hath g bee . 

| rerefed itaſelf in our behalf, as entirely ta Twlirate,,and 
non-eſfective, the many perfidious and Boris 7 98 ibe 35 


8 and higbey 16cenſed. Fame. 0 — 2 Ne 3\7 nay, 


g * itt 2194 * Vun on * 1 th 


end bas lil £ (bd 
1. 110 & Exalſſagx oc , 0 u' abr 4 T6y Inez, idevles I c, 


125 78, $./ohivny, ig TRIeH, Abyotles, , Aſs: Höhe Wy: ren Rey Mat, 


c. XXVII. ver. 54. 
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0 J 
Who Hath been pi moreover, not 8 to rip off, with 
a molt tender 2 Hand, thoſe: heavy Chains which 


* eee 'rmpoſed on us; but hath in the exd-crowned our 


cus cuuſe with unexampled ſucceſs, by yiving-us the Ve- 
tory, through Our Loxy Jzsvs'CunrsT. 
„Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be 1 
moveable, always ting in the Work 
"Wacky Snow thar your Labour is not — in the LoRD. I 


Foraſmuch as ye Ynow, and oght to recollet? with the trus/? 


Jen Gratitude, that, although #bere was indeed a Time when 
reigning Powers of this World were firmly combined together 
Tor the utter Extirpation of Chriſtianity ; a Tame, when —.— 
but the ex2rad/dinery Aid of Heaven could have 
ed it; yet, that you are nom not only free from 
15 Which it then was expsed,"bud are alſo pur jelly fetare againſt 
N. kenfion of Ru Rind for the future. The Profeſſion 
f is n attended nor iy with Secxrity, but Honowr : 
ve” wh not merely roleruru, but »gfabliſhed : You: oyey. the 
ö rtr of \the 8 gon — . and under the 
| non of the moſt \amiable and King, whoſe unte- 
** Attachment to the. Cugſe of Christianity, and wWhoſe ur- 
Nunerule for extending” e Pratitee of it, to even the m 
and vm Parts of the D, ttt we. maybe all mit- 
in oe Faith and Comiin; that we may be . aue Nhat un- 
ee, 4, muſt unavoidably ſecure to him, the fincere Rane, 
"ins Irv able Nen N „ eee 


ee it — 
bee a little, and anti Raben how ma un your 
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Peofellioa i is, from that of other Men, whether you cotſuer d 
its Nature, or its [I] Dignity. 

- Your Buſineſs and Employment (a moſt, arduous one in- 
deed I) ĩs not only to diſcharge all the important Offices, N 
which you paſs, with Honaur to yourſelves, but Benefit. to 
Pallic; it is not only to guard your various Flocks, 0, the 
Invaſions of an open, but alſo to defend them againſt the more 
artful Inſinuations of a domeſtic, Enemy; finally, it is not only 
to- Jecure your an Salvation, but to ſecure the Salvation of every 
Brdi vidual Im] committed to your Care, by farming them fat 
Eternity, and by [x] inſtilling into them thoſe moſt excellent 
Precepts, which the Sacred Writings every where unfold. 

This your on Penetration and extenfrve Abilities will enable 

you to perform ; mee the they, even they will not prove agua! to ſo ſes 

come recommended, not only from your 
Lips, but from your — for tis a Trath, not to be conteſted, 
that a [o] pic and devout, Deportment always proves a much 
Nronger —_ to a good Lyfe, than either the deepeſt Reaſon- 
ing, or the moſt alluring Charms of Eloquence. , 

Ia order to e this (which is the higheſt pitch of Per feftian 
— Nature is. capable of arriving at) it is ab/elufel neceſſary 
that you chſerve ſuch a Decorum, and keep. ſuch 2 Guard 2 
ſelves, as may prevent even. the 9 af your having 
Sah of Au which is in itſelf wrong, or imprqper; for as 


1 Alchou 8 W ate, as pot onl to 
od 15 Clerg * their Profe wy we fo band 25. Holy Seele, 
they are Miph honoured and ed ; they are there repreſented as H 
Workers with CRUS 2 3 J as Stewards and —— of Cuzior's 
Farnily 3 28 z” and this upon the noble/t and moſt defrrable Meſſ- 
age; for. their — * os to treat of Peace between Gob and Man. See Bur- 
8 Paſtoral Care, p. 8. 
| . ws deve dredaroilis. Heb. c. xiii. ver. 17. . 

(OR (Ty 6 er odere 3s rar axzolſde os. 1 Tim. e. he. ver. in 

BY "Fit raven Mhritis fl forte Virum quem 1 & 

Conſpexere, ſilent; arrectiſque auribus adſtant. 
Le regit dictis animos, & pectora mulcet. Virg. | 
aan 4 Ake is HS 
— Ely) Re- 6.45; | , 
B 2 F "the 
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Pr} 
the” RealFry would ruin, ſo the very Suſpicion will beſfen you, in 
the n of your Audience. 

en, therefore, you have lived an [7] Example of that DiC- 
ple whi ich you daily iin to others, not more forward to 
Pele Gin "than Alligent' to perform every Thing; that nd to the 
p on of true Religion; the many judicibus Obſeryations 
pr Joh! then make concerning the ordinary Franſattions- of 
Men, are arftentiveꝶ liſtened to, and eagerly imbibed ; becauſe 
they are now to come in reality from the Heart; becauſe every 
who heurtf you, is convrhced,” that your Brbavionr is _ 

to * oftrinies which yon enförre; and chat the Integrity” of 

yaur is arftbetable to the Purity of your Farth. 
Upon the whole : Happy are they who live, under the 10 
ce deb of" fuch A at Qualities, and enjoy a eonflant'Op-. 


Ly ee a Lean from ne any og 1 


eee is ofe, yrear” Advancement in Knowledge, Ina 
whoſe A been. of bimfelf,” fets/him' forth as ie and 
of. pr N to the World; Who, in religious Matters, does not: 
empoeral but 'prrituel Ende; who Yeels that internal 
eee elt it is not in the Power of exters' 
te Bee; and therefore ey conſiders bir ſacred) 
| an Which is to produce him 
47 er which may perhaps one 
day elevate * to eme Degree of Power, and Di my in it, but 


conſiders it a lyment, which” he has f 4 from Gb 
on the my 7 84 and. awful | erms; an playiment, ere. 
fore; which demands his cont! Care and | Attention an Em 


ployment” of the Conſequence; not only to re 
profeſſes it, But alſd to bv, whom he is vo gt 1 de 

guide, and aye wh PT EST 

be Mories; therefore, to, perform. ihe Various. 938 7 
our conſpicuous Station, "as they art high and 1 in tem- 


£2] eee 1 N ns 1 
tp! wdliſa tall * ag Nötteros, ade ND 2 The c. ii. ver, 7. 


nds an ohe 2 x Pet. c. v. Ver. 1. 
4g] N aings ay her, 
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ſelves, ſo they will receive an additional Weight and Force when 
you confider that your Ability or Inability to diſcharge them with 
Propriety, muſt reduce you to the unavordable Alternative, of be- 
coming the ſignal Object either of public Eſteem; or public Diſap- 
probation. 

But this is not all: Your Inabzlity to perform them properly in 
this World, will cover you with perpetual Shame and Diſbo- 
nour in the next. Nay, the many. heinous Sins of tbſp, who 
have been rained: thro' your. means, will (when CauRisT JEs us 
ſhall come again, to judge of every man, according to his works) 
be imputed to you,” with this Zerr:ble.Circumſtance attending 
them, that as they encreaſe your Guilt, ſo-they. will moſt. aſſured» 
ly aggravate your Condemnation. 122 

* Dreadful. Thought indeed | may this Reflection ſink deep in- 
to our Breaſts, and cauſe us never to ſtop ſhort of the moſt im- 
portant End in view, that of © Einiſhing our Courſe with Joy;“ 
may we never mifapply thoſe Talents and Abilities, which our 
bleſſed Lok o has entru/ted us with, or ucglect the many Oppor- 
tunities of Safoation, which Gop now affords us, left they 
ſhould one Day riſe up in Judgment againſt us, and condemn us. 

Diſputes and Controverſies. in Religion were not uncommon, even 
in the earlieſt and pure Times of the Goſpel ;. to obviate. there- 
fore the Arts of wicked Men, to arm weak Minds againſt their 
Soductions, is as much the Bufne/s of the Pulpit as any other 
Part of our Duty: none more :vſeful : none more neceſſary : 
becauſe [7] unreaſonable Men every Day ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe 
-Things, to draw away Diſciples after them. 

A mad [i] Whitfield, and a fanatic Weſley. have already vi- 
lated the Peace of Mankind, by a Schiſmatical. Diviſion from 
[7] Auxor 12 p41 Pridoparyes Ts Toyarise Act. Apoſt. 

[5]. Whitficld and Weſlty attract the Attention of the People, becauſe 
' what they.ſay, they repeat extempore. Hence, the mad brained Henley had 
bis Followers. The judicious Mr. Sheridan (to whom the Engliſh Nation ſtands 
much obliged. for his admirable Courſe of Lefures on. Elacution, and other ex- 


cellent Tracts) has the following ju obſervation : Were the Methodi/? 
Teachers, ſays he, to read their Non/enſe in the ſame cold artificial Manner, 


that ſo many of the Clergy deliver rational Diſcourſes, it is to be preſumed, | 


that. 


| [2147] 
the EJabli/hed Church; and have yet by anc/hery and a tore en 
orm 


Violation of it, thrown out the moft ſcurrilbus Invectives 


gainſt %, whole extenſive Learning, and: whoſe wngueſtronable 
an their hg Calling, none dare diſpute _ not- 
withſtanding their magnanimous Efforts to defame and muleſt us, 
they merit indeed our Puy rather than our Reſentment: For 
whoever | calmly. and candidly obſerves the nice Condu of thete 
truly judicious and ' highly illuminated Doctors, will not ſarely 
on the moſt mature Deliberation, to confeſs; that in the 
Diſpenſation of their Miniftry, they aggravare the kat Indifcre- 
tion of their Eenamet, whilſt, at the ſame time, they are ever 
ready to eutennate the worſt Prevarications of their Friends. 
Unſettled to any one Point of View, they perpety roam 
ont the Ge, and, in order to attract the Atteurion of Man- 
kind, they | produce whoſe Rhapſodies of unmeaning Jargon, 
which, in their exratic Fits, they recommend to their deluded Au- 
ditory, by the moſt extravagant Geſtures and unnatura! Emo- 
tions, during which the poor Creatures are taught to beliend, 
that e Emotions are the Language of the Spirit, and that 
Infpiration implies the 'moſt perfect Eloquence, -  '! -  _ 
The Life and Faculties of Man, at the beſt but fort and 
Timited, cannot ſurely be employed more rationally, or laudably, 
than in detecting fuch Impoſtures as theſe, and expoſing them, in a 
— ry ht, to the Eye of the World; that others may be en- 
abled 


to ſee into the * Abſurdity of their Proceedings, and thence 


determine impartially for themſelves. © rſt} Daz 
Of all the fierce Bigors, and hypocritical Zealots, of the religi- 
"ous Kind, nome are of a more bangful Nature, and conſequently 
merit out Attention more, than the bold, infinucting Ramiſb 
Miſſionaries; who, under the Pretext of ſerving Go, craftily 


that there are /*ro of Mankind ſuch [deots, as to become their Followers.” gect. 
vil. p. 128, In point of Knvtoledge, and Method: of writing, Mr. Waftry 
ſeems particularly deficient ; as a Proof of his Inubility that 17 un- 
meaning Letter to the learned Biſhop of Glouceſter, mm by is Lordſhip's 
Publication of 4 Tract, on the Office and Operation: of the Holy Spirit. 
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1 
DI impoſe upon Men. Theſe old, * Enemies of our civil 
and chriſtian Liberty, how often ſo ever repulſed, ſtill renew 
their Attacks, and endeavour to corrupt what (thank Gop) they 
are able to deſtroy, The Religion, which theſe People are ſo 
ſtudious to propagate, is ſupported principally, by virtue of fool- 
iſh Reliques, Interceſſions of Saints, Maſles for the Dead, &c. 
So that we may juſtly call its Doctrines abſurd; its Rights Pa- 
ganiſh; its Worthip zdolatrous: We may juſtly affirm, that it 
is a Syſtem of Craft and Policy, purpoſely contrived to en/lave 
Mankind, calculated entirely for the Support of Deſpotic Power, 
and therefore totally inconſiſtent with the Genius of a free People. 
Vet that which makes it the Scorn of Proteſtants, whilſt it is 
indeed the Dereſtation of the whole World, is that tremendous 
Spirit of Cruelty which is inſeparabiy blended with, and which 
chiefy diſtinguiſhes the Papal from every other Government. 
Hence 4//'thoſe horrible Maſſacres, and Perſecutions, of which we 
frequently [u] read. Hence, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, (thoſe 
illuſtrious Champions of our Religion!) were faked to the Ground, 
and there, to the immortal Honor of Popiſh Milaneſt and Mode- 


ration, ſuffered the moſt cruel: Torments human Power could 
poſſibly inflict. | | 


It is unneceſſary, therefore, for me to add how abſolutely re- 
quiſite it is, that you guard your various Flocks, againſt the vile 
Auctions of hel. Popiſh Deluders, who, if ever permitted once 
more to prevail, would produce in this Kingdom a train of the 
moſt borrid Conſequences ; Conſequences, which would in the End 


Lie] The zlaquent and pious Archbiſhop Tillotſon ſays, © I have. often won- 
derad, why the People in the Church of Rome do not 1254 their Teachers 
and Guides, to have ſome i Defign upon them, when they do ſo induſtriouſſy 
debar them of the cans of Knowledge, and are ſo loth to let them un- 
wirfaxd, what it is that we have to ſay againſt their Religion; for can any 
thing in the World be more ſuſpicious, than to perſuade them to put out their 
Eyes, upon promiſe that they will Belp them, to a much better and mare aithful 
uide ? If any Church, any Profeflion of Men, be untuilling their Defrines 
mould be epi to tryal, it is a certain Sign, they know a” by them 
that is faulty, and which wi/l not endure the Light.” Vol. I. p. 185. 
L] See Burnet's Hiſtory of the Revolution, Vol. II. Part II. p. 318. 
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1 63 
prove - ſubverſre of all 7rue Religion, as well as of every ching 
elſe, that is rational and virtuous among Men. 

To keep up a due Senſe of the indiſpenſable Obligations we are 
under, to 4. inguiſh; durſelves, by a 7uft Zeal againſt the Popiſh 
Intereſt, I know nothing more efficacious; than to ſearch into 
their moſt admired Writers, and there to inſpect the fundamen- 
ral Principles of the Religion, or rather Policy of the See of Rome. 
But having already detained you long. I ſhall now, in Conclu- 
fion; briefly addreſs the Laith, and earneſtly exhort them (by y every 
Motiye that can fach the Hearts of the Wiſe and Good) always 
to at? in era, Conformity to the Admirable Precepts of the 

_ Chriftian Religion, and carefully to avoid the Profeſſed Ene- 
mies and Maligners of it, who, Proteus-like, aſſume every Shape 
and Form to draw them aſide from the Living Gov. 


© Gon has given u many extellerit and ſalutary Laws, for the 


"Direttion of your Gondutf?, both as to your temporal and ſpiri- 
- tual Concerns, He requires, therefore, that you perform his 
Vill, by a proper Attention to theſe Laws. E you deſpiſe and 
-forſaks Fs. even the wildeſt Fanatic, or the moſt deluded Ro- 
maniſt, is a Character more amiable than yours; nay, if you fin 
willfully after that you have received the Knowledge of the Truth, 
I had it been for you, if ydu had been born in the moſt remote 
and darkeſt Corner of the Earth; where the glad Tidings of the 
Goſpel have never yet. been heard „ 
Mankind, indęed, in every Form of Life, and in Gery 
Degree of Underſtanding are prone to vil; yet if you ſurpaſs 
others in Knowledge, Py may reaſonably be expected, that you 
[ſhould alſo ſurpaſs them in Virtue. The Vices and Immoralities 
of proſeſſed Chriſtians are akeays attended with the moſt fatal 
Conſequences; nothing tende fo much to the Diſparagement af 
our Nel gion: do not therefore neglect, I beſeech you, on your 
. part, ſuc Means as-are in Power to keep the Conſe of 
oo ruth, of Virtue, and of Religion alive. 

If you retain a juſt Senſe of the Great Danger, Which you 
mai by rranfereſhag the Divine Commands, You will not 
fail to frequent this "ſacred Place, as you will lere learn, how 
$7 4610u5 your Gop is, and bow much it is your Duty and your 

4 


Intereſt 


1 7 3] 
Intereſt to obey him. Nor will you forget, (as you. are bound 
in Juſtice and Gratitude) to pay a proper [ww] Reel and Defe- 


mw to the Menifters of his Holy Word and Sacraments, eſpecially 
5 confider, that they have received heir Commiſſion 


frm e 20 and moſt 'venerable Power, from that which 
al Thongs both in Heaven and on Earth. Separated 
from 2 vain and buſy World, They have devoted their whole 
Lives to the Knowledge of fech matters as rramſcend the vulgar 
915 rehenſion; fiich matters as cannot be ac ure, but - by the 
45750 * Conteriplation.' Ever ready therefore' to diſpenſe 
that Knowled Fe and ever ſo/icitbus to make you think ſer:oufly 
Gop and —_— they exert their noble Faculties, they 
Teach, they they Core, 2 Inſirut. 
'A frrict Obfervance of every Precept of Chrifianity, an ex- 
enjoy Congueft over the * — and Vunities of the 
a peſtle Zeal for the Honor, and an amoraricd Devotion 


in the Service of Go; are Doctrines, which naturdlly tend to 
Ihe a Life. 


he Chriſtian Religion, indeed, diſcovers no Law but what 
every reſpect perfect cdiifiſtent with-the- Natere of the 


| Do eine, i it [acre mn int of Faith, but what you. 


Hay the ch.] Reaſons to believe; it exacts Duty, but what 
2 have the fro of Motives to performs Yet: whether you 
or well not li to the Divine Commands: Whether 


7 0 or will. not a0. the ſafeſt and moſt rational. Part, depends 


not upon Us,” but Fray ourſelves, con ares, and You muſt re- 


ain, free Agents. 
nently have you deen what he Cunjarti which fow 


from a true Senſe of. Religion, will; prove your e Support in 
Citcumſtance of Life; and that — of Them, will 
unavoidably be attended with the /barpe/t Milery, If therefore 
you are ſo obftinately and fo fooliſhly perverſe, as to neglect the 
Helps and Aſitances which Religion alone can afford. you; con- 


{w} 10 elbe "I olrurs ga d d A. AGyev- Ts Ot. 


eb. c. xiii, ver. 7. 
Nedede Toig Ayapaiyes v van. 1 UTrixtle* ad rel yas -AYyprrVow, vr TH 

xi Yan, ver. 17. 
fider, 
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in the 


ie long and our Strength ſmell, yet I truſt that (thro! the omm- 


Wo. dis 7] 
fader, de beſeech you, what * i Choice You! r for N 
8 (6 Wan 18 
negletd, renounce and forfeit all Hopes of Hap zelt 
bot Tampa! bers. A Conſideration this, 2 

give the deepeſt (Concern, and Aliction to every put 
honeſt and careful Miniſter of CursT': Yet in ack a Caſe as 
this (where our good-lntentions are fruſtrated by your Omiſſons) 
the im Calamity: mult;fall. upon your own Heads. 
U Bet of Bp are not at our Diſpoſal. or 8 
"Natural and — _ us bat las we 
may hope to ate of Gon's Mercy, yet ow any Or ow 
b. fes 5 chemſelves for the Mercy 1 
2 natural Reaſon or Religion to diſcover. If 
therefore, ' you do not diſcharge. all the Offices and Duties of 
Life,' + and bon nemember, that , your  Inadver- 
rentdes: will not be 4mputed to us. No! our 4 Lord and 
Maſter will rather confder,. what we have reſolutely endeavoured, 
than what we have ſucceſsfully performed. Gor: knows and ſees 
intothe Goodneſs: and Integrity of our Hearts, and will, we 

not, rem us arcording to dur Deſerti: For tho our Duty 


patent Graceof the Almighty we ſhall « Ways ere 

22 if you fail not on yours ES” 
Innumerable are the Le which could pr „ 

you to act Rrighteaufly ;::Y ou have, may venture to 

Law 6 Reaſons: to rejcice, that you (bear. the Name ge. £ 

teftants; that you have been admitted into the Church 

Curr: Ixsus, and have eee We N 


Grace cammunicated to you * 


|| CondufYourlelves,' Gerede, as Men gnd Chillin 
e conduc Thy eee Dos todo a gh 
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